Chapter I
THE REBELLION

BY midnight on the i6th of February, 1936, the election
results which were coming in from the provinces were
decidedly in favour of the Popular Front.

The campaign had been a hard one. Many of the best Left-
wing fighters were, for all practical purposes, eliminated from
the struggle, having been in prison or in exile ever since the
repression which followed the anti-dictatorial movement of
1934. Thus the whole weight of the campaign fell on people like
ourselves who, more by luck than anything else, had escaped the
reprisals made during that first attempt to turn Spain into a
totalitarian State.

This gave me personally the opportunity to tour the country
from end to end. There were few days during the election cam-
paign when I was not speaking in five or six different places, and
the last meetings in my own constituency, Madrid, were a terrible
strain on a throat which, after much hard usage, finally refused
to respond to the inward conviction and enthusiasm of its owner.

After a period of reaction known as "the two black years,"
Spain turned again to a life of freedom with amazing zest. In
their attempt to stamp out the democratic regime in Spain, the
Government of Gil Robles and Lerroux, against whom the Spanish
people had rebelled in 1934, had carried out such far-reaching
reprisals that even in our own ranks many doubted the possibility
of a rapid revival. Some forty thousand were imprisoned;
thousands had had to flee the country. I heard more than one of
our leaders say that the Republic was doomed for ten or twenty
years. But one of the qualities of the Spanish people is their
astonishing vitality, and it is this vitality that enables them to
recover from a period of repression in much less time that might
be logically expected.